Why Do We Celebrate Christmas?

By Rev. William T. Kidd

Why do we celebrate Christmas? When you ask most people this question they say Jesus' Birthday. However |
have found that most people celebrate Christmas by giving gifts, and following their own family traditions. The
problem with this is where does scripture fit into tradition. Thisiswhy | decided to write this study. | think if
your going to celebrate something you need to know why. So | am Going to cover a some of the main tradition
people follow and give you some scriptures | have found to point us to the True meaning of Christmas.

1 . Most people say they celebrate the birth of Christ. Thisisthe most common tradition that | have found
(in America), but isit Spiritual?

If wetruly celebrate Christmas because of Christ's birth then we celebrate Christmas because of an Epiphany.
Epiphany is a Hebrew word that means the appearing or manifestation of God. So if we celebrate Christmas
because of the appearing of God, then why don't we celebrate Christ's Baptism? John saw a manifestation of the
Holy Spirit in the form of a Dove. So this cant be the Oonly reason we celebrate Christmas. Because the Bible
records many events through history where God has appeared or manifested himself before man.

2. Another tradition being taught is the story of the three kings (wise men). The Bible does not say that
there were three kings, It saysin Matthew 2:11 They entered the house where the child and his mother, Mary,
were, and they fell down before him and worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. As one can see the Bible does not say that there was three Kings, It only
says, “they opened their treasure chests.” Now, Since there where only three gifts does not necessarily mean
there where only three treasure chests. Sinceit is unclear asto the number of Kings, and the number of Chests. |
teach my Children that there came Wise Men from the East to see Jesus, and they brought him gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. Thisis scripturally sound because | am not adding anything to the word of God.

3. Coinciding with the Three Wise Men, Tradition says they came to the Manger to worship Jesus. This
also is not true the scriptures say in Matthew 2:11 They entered the house where the child and his mother, Mary,
were, and they fell down before him and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. | don't believe anyone out their thinks a stable is a house. It was the
shepherds who visited Jesus in the manger, Luke 2:15-16 When the angels had returned to heaven, the
shepherds said to each other, "Come on, let's go to Bethlehem! Let's see this wonderful thing that has happened,
which the Lord hastold us about.” [16] They ran to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the
baby, lying in the manger.
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4. Coinciding once again With the Three Wise Men, tradition says the star rose on the night of Jesus birth.
| understand a little more how this tradition started. | believe it is based on Matthew 2:1-2 Jesus was born in the
town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern
lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, [2] "Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We have seen his star asit
arose, and we have come to worship him." Y ou have to understand in order for the wise men to see the Star and
reach Bethlehem in the same night isimpossible. The Star was their guide to show them the way to our Savior.
Herod knew how long the wise men had been following the Star. Matthew 2:7 Then Herod sent a private
message to the wise men, asking them to come see him. At this meeting he learned the exact time when they
first saw the star. Why was this so important to know how long they had been following the star? To Fulfill the
prophecy of Jeremiah Matthew 2:17-18 Herod' s brutal action fulfilled the prophecy of Jeremiah: [18] "A cry of
anguish is heard in Ramah? Weeping and mourning unrestrained. Rachel weeps for her children, refusing to be
comforted for they are dead.” Thisiswhy Herod killed the children two and under. Matthew 2:16 Herod was
furious when he learned that the wise men had outwitted him. He sent soldiersto kill all the boysin and around
Bethlehem who were two years old and under, because the wise men had told him the star first appeared to
them about two years earlier. The wise men had been following the star for two years before Christ was born.

5. Now for the tradition | despise, Santa Clause. First | want to tell you why | don't like the tradition of
Santa.

They try to make Santa out to be omniscient (all knowing), [he knows if you have been bad or good]. Only
God isall knowing.

They try to make Santa omnipotent (all Powerful); [He rewards the good and punishes the bad]. Only God is
all-powerful.

They try to make Santa omnipresent (fills all space); [He delivers all his presentsin one night]. Only God is
everywhere at the same time.

The biggest reason of al; it isbased entirely upon lies. Now if the devil isthe father of lies and Santais
based on lies, who is the father of Santa?

Now, | want to show you why it isimpossible for a Christian to teach or take part in the tradition of Santa
Claus. The word of God saysin Col. 3:8-10 but now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior,
slanders, and dirty language. [9] Don't lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old evil nature and all its
wicked deeds. [10] In its place you have clothed yourselves with a brand-new nature that is continually being
renewed as you learn more and more about Christ, who created this new nature within you. Everyone knows
that there is no such person as Santa Claus. So if you tell your children thereis, then you have LIED to them. As
we seein Col. 3:9 we are not supposed to lie to one another, thisincludes our children. | know there are some
that will say Brother Kidd you take
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Things to serious. God doesn't care about little lies, lies that help people, or lies that make people feel good
about themselves. | just don't think God cares that | teach my children about Santa Claus. But, | want to tell you
it does not matter what you think, only what God's Word Says, and his word says do not lie. There are no
mysteries in the word of God.

It is only hidden from those who look to the Word to justify their life style, not to find out how to live their
lives. | want to share one more Bible verse with you about Lying. Rev. 21:7-8 All who are victorious will

inherit all these blessings, and | will be their God, and they will be my children. [8] But cowards who turn away
from me, and unbelievers, and the corrupt, and murderers, and the immoral, and those who practice witchcraft,
and idol worshipers, and al liars their doom isin the lake that burns with fire and sulfur. Thisis the second
death.” Now, according to the Bible you can not be included in being saved or calling your self a Christian.
Noticethat ALL LIARS, not some, or just small liars, but al liars will be cast into the lake of fire. | hope that
you can see that lying has serious repercussions. Not only for your soul, but what about your children? If you
tell them there is a Santa Claus who they can not see or touch, but just believe. Then later in life they find out
you lied, and there is no Santa Claus. At the same time you tell them about Santa you tell them about Jesus who
they also can not see, nor touch. Do you not think that they will have ahard time truly believing in Jesus when
they get older? All the time having an inner turmoil remembering there was no Santa, so how can there really be
a Jesus.

My dear brothers and sisters, the only way to give our children a firm foundation that they need, isto never lie
to them. We need to teach them the true meaning of Christmas. Now | know | have covered quite afew
traditions and given you scriptures for each one, except the last one. | want to share the Christmas tradition |
teach My Children. First letslook at the word Christmas, it is derived from two words the first is Christ and the
second is Mass. Now we all know the Christ is used in reference to Jesus. But, The Word Massisin reference
to the Eucharist which is better known as communion. Now, some of you might say what does communion have
to do with Christmas? Communion is atime to remember Christ's death and our walk with him. See Jesus came
into this world by a manger to reach alost and dyeing world by dyeing on an old rugged cross.

So Christmas isn't about giving gifts to each other (which we do also), but it is about the greatest gift ever given.
The birth and death of Jesus Christ, and our walk with him. So this Christmas Consider the gift that God has
given you two thousand years ago, and think about your walk with him. Don't let Christ birth and death be in
vain, make sure your ready to meet him face to face. Accept the gift of eternal Life, God has aready purchased
it for you, wrapped it with hislove, and sent it to you by way of the cross.



